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It is widely recognized that cultivating a love of reading
from an early age is essential for a child's development.
Parents can begin guiding their children to explore different
types of books during their early years. This not only nurtures
a genuine interest in reading but also helps children develop
comprehension, critical thinking, and language skills, gradually
broadening their knowledge and worldview.

Among the many literary genres available, popular science
literature is one of the most suitable for children, as it allows
them to learn scientific concepts while enjoying engaging stories.
These works cleverly combine vivid, imaginative narratives with
abstract scientific principles, breaking them down into simple,
relatable explanations of natural phenomena and scientific laws.
This approach sparks children's curiosity, fosters a desire to
explore the world around them, and inspires a lifelong passion
for learning.

This book is carefully crafted based on children’s cognitive
abilities and interests. It features 50 imaginative science-themed
stories, each centered on familiar topics such as animals, plants,

the human body, everyday objects, and natural events. Within

each story, a deliberate error or misconception is embedded,
encouraging young readers to think critically and spot
inaccuracies on their own. At the end of every story, a “What’s
Wrong?” section provides explanations, allowing children to
check their reasoning and deepen their understanding while
learning the correct information.

As science and technology advance rapidly, what we know
today may be revised or expanded tomorrow. For this reason,
we encourage children to question what they read, investigate
further, consult reliable sources, and seek out more complete
answers. In doing so, they not only acquire knowledge but also
develop critical thinking skills and an attitude of lifelong learning.

This book is presented in both Chinese and English, helping
children build a strong bilingual foundation from an early age.
Learning multiple languages not only strengthens linguistic
ability but also promotes cognitive development and cross-
cultural awareness—essential skills for thriving in an increasingly
globalized world.

We sincerely hope that this delightful blend of storytelling
and science will accompany children on a joyful reading and
learning journey, helping them explore the world, identify
problems, analyze causes, seek answers, and develop the
curiosity and creativity to become the next generation of young

scientists.
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What’s wrong?

One summer evening, the little mosquito's father took
him flying out of the grass.

The little mosquito said, “Daddy, what skill are you going
to teach me today?”

“Today, I'm going to teach you how to find animals and
how to suck their blood,” the father replied while flying ahead.

Upon hearing this, the little mosquito stopped and
protested, “Daddy, | don’t want to learn this skill, because
that’s why everyone says we are pests.”

The father also stopped and explained, “We don’t always
suck blood. Most of the time, we feed on plant nectar, fruit
juice, and other liquids. We only suck blood when we need a
lot of protein.”

The little mosquito asked again, “Do we do some good

things in our lifetimes too?”
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The father replied, “Of course. When we extract nectar,
we help plants pollinate. When you're in the larval stage living
in the water, you feed on microorganisms, organic matter, and
algae in the water, which helps to clean the water.”

After hearing this, the little mosquito nodded and said, “So
that’s how it is. | hope | can do more good things for nature.”

The father nodded and said, “Yes, indeed every creature

in nature contributes to ecological balance.”

What’s wrong

A mosquito father (male mosquito) does
not suck blood. Only mosquito mothers (female

mosquitoes), who need to lay eggs, suck blood.
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What’s wrong?

In a lively little town, there was a small house with white
walls and a red-tiled roof. Inside, there was always a faint scent
of soybeans—that was Grandma'’s tofu house.

Every morning, before the sun rose, Grandma would get
up early to start grinding beans, filtering, and boiling the soy
milk.

| loved sitting on the stone bench, watching Grandma
scoop the soy milk spoon by spoon, then carefully drop in
the bittern. Grandma said, “This is how we set tofu. You need
patience and gentleness.”

After a while, the pure white, tender tofu pudding would
quietly lie in the wooden tub like clouds. Grandma would
gently scoop it into the mold and press out the excess water.
Then, the tofu was done.

Everyone in town said Grandma’s tofu was the most

fragrant, the smoothest, and had the best texture, like it had
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magic. But | knew—it was the taste of love.
As the New Year approached, Grandma and | decided
to make one large tofu cube, a full meter tall, to surprise the

townspeople.

What’s wrong

It’s impossible to make a tofu block that large,
because tofu is soft and tender in texture. If made
too big, its own weight would crush the bottom and

cause it to collapse.




