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Written under the orchard in Green Hills Farm
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Author's Note - Whispers Beneath the Orchard

At Green Hills Farm in Pennsylvania, the wind moves through the orchard and
settles on a small stone carved with just three characters—#£32 ¥. She never made
it back to her parents’ graves in Zhenjiang; the other half of her roots had to be laid
in this soil—under her Chinese name, and with the words by which she wrote the
sorrows and joys of the Chinese people.

Her story spans two centuries and two worlds. All her life she walked between
two languages, holding in her hands a single measure: the human being. A hungry
child, a displaced mother, the farmer bending and rising in the fields—these
outweighed any slogan. She never finally stepped onto the ferry home; yet through
her books, countless readers have slipped back into the drizzling mists of Jiangnan,
and into the China she kept vigil for in her heart.

Following her footsteps to Zhenjiang, Nanjing, Suzhou (%1 /1), and Lushan—
or farther still to Hillsboro and Perkasie, to the very orchard at Green Hills Farm—we
find that the true bridge has always been in her sentences, and in every gaze willing
to listen and to understand. Literature may not change history, but it can open a path
in the human heart, placing humanity before position, compassion before judgment.

This book is both a retracing of her life and my own homecoming. | have walked
her former rooms in China and lived as well upon the soil she later called home; |
know her story has never been fully understood. In writing this book, | wish—like
a thin shaft of light—to soothe the regret that lingered in her heart. It is for her,
and for every reader willing to listen—to let more people see the solitary courage
and steadfast kindness she spent between East and West. Half a century after her

passing, she has not truly gone: her books, her heart, her bridge still echo in the air,




and within us.

Writing this book has been a conversation of the spirit. May she hear, wherever
she is, that the dream she could not complete | am willing to carry forward in
words—so that her bridge may yet be raised between East and West. She is not
alone; from here, her spirit sets out again.

May this book help her travel a little farther along the homeward road she
could not finish. And may you remember her plainness and resolve: the world is vast;

conscience is limited—yet enough for us to see one another.
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