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Preface

Humanity's war against Covid-19,
a precious historical record

Zheng Nanchuan

I have known Joe Chang the author of this book for nearly twenty years. We first
met at a literary competition in Quebec in 2008, where he won an impressive second
prize. Since then, we had almost lost touch, until a few days ago, when he reconnected
with me. To my surprise, he gave me a manuscript of over half a million words titled

Humanity's war against Covid-19.

I was chocked when I read this book. What Joe has documented is not a
simple personal story, nor a conventional non-fiction work. Rather, it is an almost
comprehensive chronicle of that global catastrophe which had swept the world since
2020. I am deeply moved by Joe's courage. As an individual, especially he is not a
professional in this field, he, relying on his own strength, recorded the entire process

of this world-class disaster.

In his preface, Joe shares his thoughts and motivations for documenting this
great event. I cannot help but admire his historical perspective, through his pen, he

has preserved a precious historical record.
I too witnessed this disaster that took countless lives. One could say that our
generation endured great hardship and fear during this Covid-19 pandemic, but we

were also, in a sense, fortunate to have experienced this humanity's war, perhaps the
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only one of its kind in our lifetime.

Disasters are often the keys that open the doors to civilization. Looking back at
history, as early as in 1348, the Italian writer Boccaccio recorded, in his Plague of
Florence, the unspeakable human suffering, and in Gabriel Garcia Marquez's Love
in the Time of Cholera, the cholera epidemic becomes the grand backdrop of human
love and transformation in the 1950s. Disaster literature and historical reflection have
always been the vanguard engines driving the progress of civilization—they test both

humanity as a whole and the spiritual endurance of each individual.

In his preface, Joe writes, in words tinged with a sense of mysticism: “During
that time, a voice often emerged in my mind, not once, but repeatedly, even appearing
in my dreams. The voice was simple, sometimes it said, ‘Record it, record it.”
And sometimes, ‘Write it down.” His seemingly simple explanation holds deep

meaning. One cannot help but say: he is a man of wisdom, responsibility, and courage.

In recent years, I have read only one Chinese novel about the pandemic, this
makes me feel regretful for the scarcity of such works. When I commented on that
novel, I spoke of the importance and historical value of “Chinese-language pandemic
writing.” Thus, when I read Joe's manuscript Humanity's war against Covid-19, 1
was filled with excitement. He has accomplished something truly remarkable, this

book holds significant historical and literary value.

The pandemic unfolded in the most concrete aspects of everyone's life, and in
North America, the hardest-hit region, there was an enormous flow of information
from governments, communities, and the media, with a high degree of openness. In a
sense, this provided favorable conditions for those who sought to document the era.
As a long-time translator and writer, Joe seems to be the best person to complete this

task. With his exceptional literary skill and commitment to truth, he recorded and
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narrated this event from start to finish. In this book, numerous data, countless details,
and vivid stories of real ordinary people are rendered with remarkable depth and

sensitivity. The result is both moving and inspiring, a book that approaches perfection.

This book is not only a factual record written by a writer possessing a “sixth
sense” , but also a non-fiction literary work. Moreover, it stands as a historical
study of great value. Whether in recounting the pandemic catastrophe, examining its
historical process and facts, or serving as a literary reading, this work makes for an

excellent model with profound significance.

Joe and I have both lived in Quebec for decades. As immigrants in Canada, I
believe that the publication of the Humanity's war against Covid-19 is one of our most
precious gifts to this land. I am proud of his efforts and achievements.

Congratulations on the publication of the Humanity's war against Covid-19.

Zheng Nanchuan

Chinese writer based in Quebec

- 005 -




J.L | SBR/RE B 28 (E8)
. e

4 5 Covid-19 # 8%

FEEF
AP REIEE 5L

ARSI RBELI . FRICHT— BRI, SRR A8
KTHMMROEECHARN T, B RS EMFLRIIER I mrn s, &
RS BRI T 5RIFERN “EMERE” AWM N. 55t
XA g AR SO, HIIEGE S A A (Ei) BRFmE, &A
AR T . X FRIET 2020 Y1, BT — )y, FOR T EEE T
18 o AEXHH A IAR I X TEAT T2, 2003 45 o [ th 8 % AR R R s,
ERPC AR T o AL E R M I R R e s, Je Rt e, X2
IRIEH de. AR IS B o) R i 23—, 1 BN Ik —IKif 2 2
U AN EERNBES . XA FRE R, AR Ok, DR,
AR EEILFE TR o RIRAM, CH2RRTR? RALIFEAE R
LR IXFE AR 2020 4F 1 343 2 A 2L, IGLAEA B L RAH 4,
Prot—EBASE. BRI 3 AW, A KARUN—MGEERs 73R, i
B IELER Y — /44 MRS UTRF I E AROK » TROZI X AR RS 1, By, H—,
XA ERRFAEW], 244 4 25 o [ 7 [ ) S FRAEW], AT IRA N I R ATE
NETWE, B SCRER & 2 A BRMEIIBER LM T, BHOL 254
T B, iAo 17 HNER O H S R AR 1, B B A Sk
T2 T Y A BT, A B T HLAR I rh A R LR BRI
PFECRR? A, AERAR, SIBRAEIRINCR FRE. Eilx Tk
PRI FEAR N, MR B YRR, 50 40017 I o [ 1 3 4% RS F AR T 4
TR NAR B E REA 2 K4, R NEEIX I REMAT L, N E
Bl P A T X TR AT B4 6 At 4R 1. TRIITME 7 idk,
FHFERATRAEMN “Wa” FEITFRT— 5. e, RAET 2D

- 006 -

COMPELLED TO RECORD (Volume I) jl ]

A Chronicle of the Pandemic Years \

KM ARESALSEE PEXEETEMER T, WAL LT F R,
SR PEE RGN, FRABARE PRI, RBLANZIEW. X 4A—H
O3 T =4, BARILE T 60 JiF (60 JTFIE KGRI, SeBERRE 70 TTF) o
BRI PR EGRMAERZ FNE, REANXEERNRENSERM. —
RBEK, CREGRTE, XEARLLMRAGE . A 20 SHFIEBIRK, GHe%
I, RAOGE, KREMEASHIESE (MAREE) LIAERRKN
Wk s . Ssh, BT RMBFT0E, TR RE R
SRR T . — R IARZARENRE T, ZRIBANERIRY:, &K
SR A . ERFER ORI L, BeERINES, kA2
W RECE AT

MIFEZ JG,  “UdsR TR A & s h o, REIRE “fh”
SEAEFRICTE Covid-19 WG IXMEF 1, I R —BHidst F . i BIFEZiT%,
A, FRBSHe R T AR RAENE BN RERNSH, GBI
A GRS — AN BN, BRI TEEE, T Ih, W E T EO8E,
KMNFERFGHSMENDGED , TG N il BRIEREHRAEAEX R T
R AR, 2023 45 A 5 Hitt BALE A Covid-19 FEIHELEHR, B4
MO OMG, BEATLERT, RAFTLULET!

EAESR TR E AT AW ? X X H T RBA. BIHE—REES T
IR - 5 K BAE 2015 AR — RV T I —A)AE, AT AT — AL R - s
M, EARKRI G — RN, KEATH, MARRFRZERE, KRN T
AR FEAE R T AR TN BRI FER, KW T Windows [
LUK - 85 RASGORHE BB D0 N Mdriz 7, i SRR R (i A2
RHEA RS BIEARMRRAEFB . 1 4RRABKI, Covid-19 FEHE1E
2020 SERIBRK, FELLUR - SERMTE A0S T 4, ERIF T —Bk, XK -
i IR L ETY B o T 6] 7 A2 S LT B R . WOANRIR, R R OR,
KUNEE— RS Rt RN, MATRAREF LR ER, maRE— 1
TR B A% Y RN BOE A w8 b LA A 2 HH L o0t 28 I A e B
W), X AREA A AR KT R AFE SR 2 1% T8 B8 31 5
100 4ERTHY 1918 4EPFEF KUK, A BRIEY S LN, JET22000 5N, AT AZE

- 007 -




J.L | SBR/RE B 28 (E8)
. e

4 5 Covid-19 # 8%

xR AL ? KT IPEF RFURI DR 2 A, NREZHEIEIES K
BRI T o IR EIX ARG < “N () 7 TS Bt G K H i,
PR N AN ZAR IS VEPE S R PBIRFEAT Covid-19 R IR A Pt s 105
TORFHERR I 25, AEAJE L4 AR KRR R —AUAXS Covid-19 BERHA XK
TATS PUIE S RFUBAKERA A, A NSAE T — B A AR I AN EHRIX IR 19 2020
SRR R T AN AEAG ™ 8, IR g A A R 14 7 3 1) 3EEL

- 008 -

COMPELLED TO RECORD (Volume I) jL ]

A Chronicle of the Pandemic Years \

@ 20204E3 H10H

BRAENVHEE M ERRAEZ AR EZRA B KRV, WikEK17TH0A
e T, BOVE) LR A HE R A I S O RE 1. KSR R AN —
N H RIS R S BRSO RER IS ISR B 2 . B AN — BT AR AR
R gt R IR S B RESR, T PR D AR AR T RE S M — RS ) WL B R
J BRI MERN . HSEHAERATRE, MU MER, RIMER A5 W
BEARTHMEMKIGEE LN, ATRERR I 2 M st RIS T BEARR B H
Ry IREFE— N7 LR L 1T T 19734, R IR
ERAE I SLR, M AINE RSB ER G 2 U . AR I AR V6 T KRR
ROV BRI T, NGRS R T — R, i AR SR E IR TR R,
ERELZRIEREERNIENER, RRRERS QNSRS E Tk
AR EEE . R vnst, HEXERE SRRV EN, BEREAR
WIFE ZAKRI0 BT, JARRPIR SIS, 4R T ERFE MR T . IR
JaRE B Ui RL R, WREARAAN NS, J RN AR IO .
Mozt 7 — AT, e BRBORCLEE A E o, MG 2 A Bk A
o FEIE], JEBORTSARGSHIM IR UL, IRIR BB FURS IR AN, LR
vy i o E SR B . RO, AN, AR VIR R TR, BEESL
RACEIRAT AT W P, o R 3 e PR LA H e R AR B A TAE T,
PRI IRV VR IR BB . FHAR IRE I MR = U4 - (7 BLIEPRAE 2445 S BE/INVRR
BZMHRB) , LTHMAEEE, E—-BRAZENTRN, bl H R RERE S
KT, AR B AR AL N . AR B 4504 T, Wil BERMA
Rk BT HAAE A Bt B LN T BT A B0 SR8 o g — )k
il EANZAATFH

E§%2m0$3ﬂl4ﬁ

KX A EEREER B R A R A, R R, THEE. A
7?2 MBS LRENEZE LR REE 1. XA LR E

- 009 -




j.L | SBR/RE B 28 (E8)
. e

" A£E Covid-19 #8%

R IR ? AR A AR, ISR GTIR AR . GTIRARHIMIER 4
RGTHR, Rt R EMINTAE KRN XTNEFEEFGTIES,
%ﬂ%%% WIXGTRMTAE KW ? K4k, MEH, Hn—4MmsEkx, E
W74 EJUREABE R AR, SWIEET. BRAAHET, R 2
B, BORRIEEE T EE G A E RIS T, EE A
RFEBMIHE, I—E R RAE T AL E A m i ERE T EEHR
o 7 H LRI OB, XK X TR TFE . JEENE H AR
SRR B AR, BBk TAEMBER AT AFHARL: EEAHER T,
PR ML T A T, WERNBARIEARAZETEIE T KM LA
KBS S B, X RBS T, WO RGBT R HA
FERPENER BT, B EAREREREOR, WAL EEHAEZN
BT, AAWRER T, BPHEEARGTRA, ARMEEER., A
EAVXAB LR, EXEERER T, BAES R 2% S0 =L 7,
BT S0 E R LR — T WA A ERBGEREE, FE X
ARXAMER FEE M ER. #, ERZERE, RHEERZIEMER
BRE, fEPEHEXAMEA LRESNERT . BARIEEN T, RITERIX
ANFRFFICZITE A BREE, FORJOL T 3UE AR . A5 AN UUIRR BRI R S %
#, ﬁAfﬁmﬂ AR RE R AR ERLE P 3R, IAERR R, —FF
s ERARFIE RS ™ EBR 2 F R CAFR T EROKHIE, ELE
E@ﬂaﬁ%mﬁﬂﬁ T, TEWPERARM, BURTEBCRFIER . HIERATRK
U 5] 4k 2= BR (¥ P SN BT AT, A4, MR AR LT E . Bl
TRBH RN, XA R T A A R B U A

E/‘ 202043 7 18H

MNATHE A A R P b e i B M — I b gE, W E P E, T
FHEMA. BE, E¥HOREALH, PETUEARCE, REERD
SE o I I, élmﬁ%&%iﬁ A LA R B R i S T
T3, HArm ORI 2L #iis Aozt NS 7P E (3A

-010 -

COMPELLED TO RECORD (Volume I) jl ]

A Chronicle of the Pandemic Years \

1I8H MG, FEZRiH£80,907 A, FET23,237 A, FE LM R RitHi2
120,727\, ZETZ4,7700) o BLIRAGHEm 282 — SRt sE, AEBELEH
WEZ, E2TEAEHEEMIT, BRANRNER. a3, LRggh
FE— E G G, R 2 Rk200 E K £ Sadin . BUEE & f$t
PSRBT B2 2R, AU /it , % RHA. HKES 5, Wi
AT AN EARBN, BEA ERl o R TTIR . — IR AT AR GEIR, IX —IREE
A LR E RS, B, RAT, R4F, TR B R 1 b E AR R
B, SERAT, fFTE AR EEKRIE S RBUX RS, ZJEImARE
FRKilZ, FB3HISHIER T — B30 RE SN 26 E A LS,
SERXERT R E USRI BRSNS RONE R FHE. s &
b, RPEIEF AR T AR M . L%, X Rl T B N BRI R
ﬂ%%%ﬂ% F ] R L A IR T
—IRE AT IRIE, DABEE ., EE, MHANRE, EARREA
wm%ﬁﬁaiémm%hm (R TR, SR NI E =
%%rﬁ,?mﬁﬁ$%ﬁﬁa@%7 R 2 E AR IX R B % TR = 04
FLHRIX B [ K R AR AR 2, WARBUFAES, REEE ﬁ§m$
VXL [ RS AR A, EER NS E R, EE AR, T
FHAEBIZIROFEE . HARAFEEMEFD, HAKM @R @ aRA
W, Y7 R R AR A AT, W H A MARAEIE M E K. EER
THMAMBNER B S RMAREE 24, AR U KT R KRR
WA R A T ER AN FERE M E K o BT LAFRATIAS B 18] S b 100X — IR AN S 1
T E A AT BB R A . X — IR 1 S BR E AE — E SEE A A
[, SR IX N Covid- 199 2, 80%MI AR AT LLH &, X NEYItE
B, HSHE TR R RE S, 80%RIN A A T g ST, SRR T B
Tzl . F20%MAANREEE, FEEEGEATRGR, A RMETSENOHE T
HURIXF N, TRAEIAAR L BE B 5 A BRI 5 0R . & E i AR
e, B THREMAER, H2E A EEA CRE T 80%1E:220%. WA
A BBEANE, B REEATERYE, biX—JRE2F A5 EN. A
A, WEBARE, —NAWRE TR PSSR, MERRETR, [

-011 -




J.L | SBR/RE B 28 (E8)
. e

4 5 Covid-19 # 8%

I T R 1A AT R BT LR R B0 7R JE A R AR AR 2% 1 BORER R 170 A
Ri2E T80%, AHEIERIRIT . WERRIEREN K, HEHTET
IBVRARIE T20%, M BEBERE T, X AR & 0 BT MU A 2 22 R 2R e
REBERE 1o JRIN B2 80% IR RE AN G A IR BT BH, B2y BRI A L Tih
JT20% M HLRERT N o H B AR T 50 B O B IR AT 4501, T LAIX P S8 i A
AR, PRI A, EARERE S T AS k. T EA MR “ HKAEMW
BEYE” » WAELEAEEER T, I B Sk A & H BT RS X P S B
PRAEH—HTRT .

% 202043 H 19H

KJUVREIER “— 3k KA, i AR 2 kA KA A
oo BIE— T —ArdR:

3A13H:

AR k@ E, WA RE, FEHIEBBNMERBAT, M2l
MIFERETT ORI AZRIT T, Fi43E Rit@idemail it & .

SERFRR T 2 KemaiDB A, IR P A & B0 20N, PRI ) 5 ik — 2
A RS T AT RES DA TN, BLERT L HER K

3H14H:

SRR, WG TEA T Asiatishll %A 7 Kemai BR AN,  LAHTfAT
MALTE ARG R K email ), XBLAMATN R THRERSA T, FrelLimid
RAREAKRT .

316H:

MERRE 2 AT A E YRS, BEACHL, RAawingRa kM
KATERNEE, BREE A LM AT SMNE A SR IR SR,

Fido 1 2 ALl FHUE R R RE R, N X RFRAGIE, AIIERE4H
JE, INEER AT B S K gl i 2, 7 R R S i1 20 7/ R ) [ B 12 i
o

3A17H:

-012-

COMPELLED TO RECORD (Volume I) jL ]

A Chronicle of the Pandemic Years \

i R ARAT R TR, BURAETRATHA 7 — RIS, Ui, A
a1 RN 2 B 05 I, A A R R R A P AR A A R Bk, ARAT T
FSR TSR AWIIRAERS R A ELIE RIS A 5576 IR 20 TRMESS 17,
RARASRARK, FUTHREATIEAFIIE AT A R EE .

B ORIE R, HREEEm L RN, S i g it H A4 330

HIEIFI6H1H .

AN & Kemaill@ A, T CIE BT G Z) A IuE, TSR & RaTLl
HBERIBE.

33181

FEZ AR FN B, RMSEMREAEE, A RAsibdE, Rt
BERELE.

RSO TE T, BidR T, SREMAR LAEHAZ S AAPHEICK
HA9KR. 1H30H, A PAHAMNER, HdhtiEiE Caemm T “ 2R
AFPARZHEME” o “EEHOGEMALTAERIHEMN” RAKELHAWE,
B K93 4 FR & Public Health Emergency of International Concern, 45 /™l [ 55—
A RElE SR, BT PHEIC. MUEWTOR SR 5 A4, WHORM A4
Z1—#%, LUS— U PHEICHE 181X A H 5 IE1E & B AT B3 i 81

E"{ 20204E3H20H (PHEICH550K)

TEWE T RANLEAARRAMGREIA R, RN R B
% . i 4 T2V Trudeau, I 5 KM A 5 Trudeau f3 H {040 Y L 5. HE2—4
AL, 5 RW A SURFRIE, Ui ARl AR R, JCHE R A o o6
FARIR T RAHERE . MERABEAFER, WhmREGE, SUFERbE
HAWR, OB NS erk.

HX—pd K, LS LRARGERIN, ibhEE RSP RIER KA T 180
FEMEEAR, AR SRR T I RSk .

AR T LR AGRIE? 1, hRAFIFECEMSHERET,
f AR B D) Befub 5 AR R Y 1 o R B AR @ U R R A, (EAR A, A

-013 -




