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_@. Introduction

A

The year 1949 is a critical year for the Chinese people. With the change
of regime in mainland China, millions of soldiers and civilians migrated to
Taiwan. However, many more supporters and sympathizers of the then-Chinese
government remained on the mainland, either by no other choice, a change
of mind, or of their own free will. What will their fates turn out to be under the
new regime? What kind of ordeal will their children have to face? What kind of
emotional journey will their grandchildren go through?

This novel, through the tragic love story of Zong Shuhan and Mei Wanxin,
descendants of the Republic of China's elites, attempts to recount the fate of
this group of people. It also offers a panoramic view of social life, major historical
events, and diverse characters in mainland China from the 1980s and 1990s to the
new century. It also vividly depicts the lives of international students in the United
States since the 1990s and the various challenges they faced.

This is the first of three novels written over many years by the author,

primarily covering the early and mid-1980s.
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