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I am a Chinese author, yet the subject of this book concerns
a fundamental issue within American society that is both highly
significant and often overlooked: the land system.

The motivation for writing The History and Future of the
American Land System comes from my long-term observation and
reflection on the development of American society from the financial
crisis of 2008 to the year 2025. During this period, the United States
has faced a number of increasingly visible challenges, including the
widening gap between wealth and poverty, the growing homelessness
crisis in many cities, and what many citizens perceive as inefficiency
within certain local and federal government institutions.

In recent years, an interesting social phenomenon has also drawn
my attention. Due to policy changes and shifts in the digital media
environment, some American users have moved from platforms such

as TikTok to Chinese social media platforms like Xiaohongshu. Within
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these cross-cultural online discussions, many ordinary Americans
have begun openly expressing their concerns and dissatisfaction with
real-life social conditions. From the housing crisis in states such as
California to broader issues of wealth inequality and social security,
these conversations prompted me to consider a deeper question: why
has the United States arrived at its current social condition?

Through further research and reading, I gradually came to realize
that one critical factor—often overlooked in public discussions—may
lie in the structure of the American land system.

At the time of the founding of the United States in the eighteenth
century, political leaders and thinkers such as George Washington
helped establish a land system that was, for its time, relatively
advanced. This system played an important role in promoting
agricultural expansion, westward development, and population growth,
while also contributing to the early economic prosperity of the nation.
However, over the course of the eighteenth, nineteenth, twentieth, and
now the twenty-first centuries, although the system has undergone
certain adjustments, many aspects of it have gradually become less
compatible with the demands of modern society.

Therefore, in my view, some of the structural challenges facing
the United States today cannot be explained solely by political
divisions or the efficiency of government administration. A deeper and
more fundamental cause may lie in the fact that the land system itself
has not undergone comprehensive modernization for a long period of

time.
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If we attempt to search for the deeper roots of poverty and
structural inequality within American society, the institutional structure
of land ownership and land policy deserves careful examination.
Regardless of who holds political leadership in the future—including
influential figures in contemporary American politics such as Donald
Trump—any attempt to revitalize national development will likely
require reforms that go beyond macroeconomic policies. Such reforms
must also address the most fundamental systems governing the
distribution and use of land.

In traditional Chinese thought, there is an old saying: “those
who farm should have land, and those who live should have homes.”
Although this concept originated in ancient times, the principles of
social stability and fairness that it embodies remain highly relevant
today. A healthy and stable nation must ensure that those who work are
able to access productive resources and that ordinary citizens are able
to obtain affordable housing.

Based on these reflections, this book attempts to examine the
historical development of the American land system from both
historical and institutional perspectives, while also exploring possible
directions for its future reform. The book begins by discussing the
historical evolution of land systems in Europe and the United States,
followed by an analysis of the legal structure and contemporary
conditions of land policy in the United States today. It then further
explores how land systems interact with taxation, community

development, and the broader structure of a nation’ s economy.

- 005 -

EEFHIERRDESHRFK

The History and Future of the American Land System

As the ancient Chinese military classic The Art of War states:
“If you know yourself and know your opponent, you will not

’

be endangered in a hundred battles.” Only by understanding the
historical background and operational logic of a system can we clearly
recognize both its strengths and its limitations, and thereby begin to
consider meaningful paths for reform.

Most of the content of this book has been independently written
by the author, while also drawing upon the research, publications,
and historical materials of many scholars and institutions. I would
like to express my appreciation to all those whose work has indirectly
contributed to the research behind this book.

Finally, I would like to sincerely thank every reader who is willing
to spend time engaging with this work. If this book can help readers
view the American land system from a new perspective and encourage
deeper reflection on the future development of American society, then

the purpose of writing this book will have been fulfilled.
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A Brief Introduction to the Land System in Medieval Europe
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